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Local base defender upbeat about BRAC  

Web Posted: 03/31/2005 12:00 AM CST  

Sig Christenson 
Express-News Military Writer  

A retired general charged with steering San Antonio through the upcoming base closure round gave an 
upbeat view of its chances, telling a group Wednesday the city is "a warfighter's best friend" and can 
prove it.  

But a day after Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld hinted that fewer bases may be closed than some 
have anticipated, retired Air Force Brig. Gen. John G. Jernigan also predicted that most of the 400 
installations in the United States will somehow be affected.  

Up to 50 bases may close, a number far short of the 100 expected in some worst-case scenarios, 
Jernigan said. He added that most are likely to lose or gain troops in a flurry of realignments.  

"I'll be shocked if the total number of closures comes anywhere near (100)," said Jernigan, head of San 
Antonio's Military Missions Task Force, which is defending local installations. "This is me being 
clairvoyant, so I would just say it's going to be a small number of bases that are totally unaffected — 
either somebody accepting missions or losing missions."  

Locally, at stake in the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure round are 72,000 military and civilian jobs at 
four installations and two military hospitals. The military has a $5 billion annual economic impact, making 
it the city's third-largest industry.  

A fifth base closure round is nearing, with the Pentagon poised to list the installations it wants to close by 
May 16. As that date looms, Jernigan told a lunch crowd of about 60 at Sunset Station, bases here are in 
good shape in part because they meet BRAC criteria.  

He pointed to Lackland AFB and Camp Bullis as places where joint training is routine, and said better use 
of Brooks City-Base and Fort Sam Houston has helped. "If you actually look at us through the lens of 
what Secretary Rumsfeld has said is important, we look pretty darned good," he said.  

Texas Military Preparedness Commission member Ronald D. Henson shared Jernigan's view of San 
Antonio, and said bases statewide are generally in better shape than in the 1995 realignment and 
closures.  

Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff, former Mayor Howard Peak, Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison and Rep. 
Charlie Gonzalez tend to agree, but they aren't cocky. Gonzalez, D-San Antonio, said a good case "is 
sometimes not enough," while a spokesman for Hutchison, R-Texas, said she's "not taking anything for 
granted."  

"I hope he's correct, but I do worry," said Wolff, who endured two closure rounds when he was mayor.  

"I wouldn't say I'm comfortable," Peak said. "I'm pleased with our progress."  
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Observers fear as many as 100 bases could be shuttered because the Defense Department has long 
insisted it needs to trim a quarter of its "excess" infrastructure. That would be more bases closed than in 
all four BRAC rounds since 1988.  

Both Rumsfeld and former Defense Secretary William Cohen, who served under President Clinton, have 
cited the figure. But Rumsfeld this week appeared to back away from it, saying the figure came from 
Clinton administration studies and added: "I don't believe I've ever asserted that I necessarily believed it, I 
just quoted it."  

The figure is from a 1998 study and hasn't been updated. A Pentagon source it was used "because it was 
bantered around a lot," but conceded no one knows how much excess infrastructure actually exists.  

Wolff suggested that Rumsfeld didn't want to get locked into a numbers game or perhaps is signaling that 
the closure round won't be as bad as thought.  

Jernigan said the most important thing is to show why San Antonio's bases deserve to survive BRAC. 
Citing a brochure that bills the city as a "warfighter's best friend," he told the crowd "it's important we 
speak the secretary of defense's language. He doesn't care that we really like the military mission. He 
wants to know what's in it for him."  
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Arkansas Times (Little Rock) 
Published Monday, March 28, 2005 - 10:36:45 AM 
Plane problems?   
  
We told you recently about problems with the new version of the C-130 workhorse 
cargo aircraft, around which Little Rock Air Force Base is built. The new version, the C-
130J, is a lemon, many believe. LRAFB fought hard to provide training for the new 
plane, as well as being the chief training ground for pilots of the older model.  

Could problems with the new plane be why a $5 to $10 million addition to a training 
simulator for the 130-J at LRAFB has been postponed? Bids were solicited in February, 
but the project was postponed last Friday. We're asking.  

UPDATE: Now word comes from U.S. Rep. Vic Snyder. He says the postponement is 
part of a military-wide postponement of projects that have not yet been bid until after 
recommendations of a base realignment and closure commission May 16.  

He adds, too, that the Air Force has a far higher opinion of the C-130J than some recent 
news articles have reflected. It's performing with high ratings in Iraq, Snyder said, and 
the Air Force chief of staff defended it stoutly in response to questions as recently as 
March 16. 
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Planning officials taking a look at what's near Moody  

Author: Grace Agostin  
Publication Date: 2005-03-28  

VALDOSTA - The three letters signal a warning each time. Among the dozens of zoning district codes 
on a rezoning request report, the acronym MAZ alerts officials to give careful consideration to the 
application.  

Whether it's a request to develop land commercially or to divide the property, the letters MAZ warn 
officials that the land is located within the Moody Activity Zone.  

As cases like these arise, the Greater Lowndes Planning Commission is advised to consider any 
encroachment on Moody Air Force Base that may result by recommending approval.  

With encroachment as one of the top factors looked at when it comes to Base Realignment and 
Closure, officials must consider not only development but airspace.  

Because the commission is a recommending body, members give careful consideration to cases where 
cell phone towers may be placed near the base or rezoning for residential land use, which could result 
in noise complaints.  

But besides the round of BRAC that is approaching, the Greater Lowndes Planning Commission is 
beginning to look at how to protect land surrounding Moody for the next several years.  

The board has already begun that process by reviewing its future land use map in comparison to 
Moody's flight tracking maps. The maps detail Moody's Activity Zone, noise contours, accident potential
zones and flight patterns against future zoning and land use expected near such areas.  

"One of the first things that struck my mind was how much bigger (the Moody Activity Zone) is than I 
originally thought," said Jason Davenport, associate planner for the South Georgia Regional 
Development Center.  

As the board and staff reviewed maps Monday, they noticed an increased amount of residential use 
depicted in the future land use maps. The dense residential development bumps against the west side 
of Moody's planning buffer with some properties coming within the Moody Activity Zone.  

"There's a huge discrepancy between what the comprehensive plan says and what Moody needs," said 
Anne-Marie Wolff, associate planner.  

With the RDC and planning commission set to work on the 2025 Lowndes Greater  

Comprehensive Plan, known as the "road map" for the county's future, Wolff said there is an 
opportunity to prevent dense development near Moody.  

"Every case that's within the Moody Activity Zone, the Greater Lowndes Planning Commission and 
Moody are notified," Wolff said. "Some possible solutions are potential rezonings and changing the 
depiction of the future land use maps."  

For Maj. Dann Carlson, instructor pilot in the 435th Flying Training Squadron, residential land use too 
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close to Moody could impact flight schedules.  

"As far as an aviator's concerned, all of that could end up affecting us," Carlson said. "But we hope 
that it wouldn't."  

Currently, Carlson said Moody offers a convenient schedule for pilots that allows for nighttime flying 
operations as well.  

"There's probably no easier place to schedule," Carlson said. "For training, we get the best bang for the
buck, the fact that we can get so quickly to airspace. It's a great location, and Moody has done a great 
job of keeping it that way."  

At some bases, Carlson said, close development near the base requires pilots to fly out sometimes 100 
miles in order to get to airspace that is free of encroachment.  

"That leaves less fuel and less time in the area for training," Carlson said. "The air-to-ground range 
with Grand Bay only two to three miles east of us isn't heard of in the Air Force that often. Between 
1992 and '95, the airspace has not really changed a lot and it's a lot better than any other place I've 
been."  

Part of protecting air space for the Air Force is done through an Air Installation Compatible Use Zone. 
The AICUZ study is aimed to involve nearby communities when it comes to land use planning and 
zoning actions that could affect flying missions. The AICUZ examines noise, accident potential zones, 
existing land use and proposed development near bases.  

Lowndes County has adopted the AICUZ study and is alerted regarding development not only within 
the Moody Activity Zone but near zones that would create encroachment. Currently, Moody has minor 
encroachment with some residential subdivisions within a 3,000 by 5,000 foot area known as accident 
potential Zone 1, which extends from each runway. APZ1 contains some residential subdivisions and 
has seen an increase in mobile homes in recent years. The accident potential Zone 2 is a 3,000 by 
7,000 foot space that extends from APZ1 and contains subdivisions as well, but future development 
along Knights Academy Road is expected to be monitored for future development.  

At a recent Greater Lowndes Planning Commission work session, Davenport alerted members of a 5 
acre parcel with a request for suburban agricultural zoning and plans to subdivide the property.  

While the residences are located outside Moody's sound zone and crash zone, Davenport alerted 
members it was in the Moody Activity Zone.  

These types of warnings, Carlson said can help protect Moody's future missions.  

"It's great they're looking into the future and aware of those things could affect operations in the 
future," Carlson said. "As far as the community here, they've done a great job in looking at that and 
continuing to look into it to try and keep that encroachment down." 
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Leaders optimistic about city growth  
Future of state, local education systems remain uncertain  
By Ann Work/Times Record News 
March 30, 2005  
The part of the Wichita Falls economic picture that depends on Sheppard Air Force Base is flying high, 
but anything connected with schools is in a holding pattern, area leaders said Tuesday.  
Three community leaders - Tim Chase, president and CEO of the Wichita Falls Board of Commerce & 
Industry, Darrell Coleman, Times Record News publisher, and Dr. Dawson Orr, superintendent of the 
Wichita Falls Independent School District - gave their takes on prospects for growth in Wichita Falls.  
They spoke Tuesday to the Wichita Falls Association of Realtors.  
Both Coleman and Chase keep a watchful eye on progress at Sheppard Air Force Base, believing that to 
be a barometer of the city's future.  
The continued success of its Euro Nato Joint Jet Pilot Training program, which provides jet pilot training 
for airmen from 13 nations, bodes well for Wichita Falls, Coleman said.  
So does massive spending on the F/A-22 Raptor.  
Last year, the Pentagon allocated $22 million to build a Raptor weaponry and maintenance training facility 
at Sheppard. An expensive fleet of Raptors is expected to replace aging F-15 fighter jets.  
The flurry of current activity will probably draw more of the same in years to come, Coleman said. "I think 
Sheppard will be picking up missions from other air force bases."  
Chase pointed to a housing privatization project currently under way at Sheppard that will also be good 
for city growth.  
The project, which will continue to unfold for the next five to seven years, will push up the demand for 
single family homes in Wichita Falls as it relocates families that currently live on the base into homes in 
the city.  
The steady, controlled transition is expected to move no more than 80 families per year, Chase said.  
More good news for the Wichita Falls economy: 24 months of growth in Wichita Falls' Economic Index. 
Real estate sales are pushing the "impressive rise," Coleman said.  
Chase said the BCI is making sure there's "room to expand" for any company that wants to.  
In the last seven years, Wichita Falls has absorbed 2.2 million square feet of business, including Home 
Depot and Best Buy. "It's an absorption rate for this market that's phenomenal," Chase said.  
Wichitans also can look forward to the presence of a new business park that will soon sit at the entrance 
of Wichita Falls, Chase said.  
The only scare in an otherwise bright picture is the negative trend in retail sales and the faster-growing 
online sales, Coleman said.  
Dollars spent through the Internet reduce the tax dollars that would have been available to the city if the 
money had been spent here.  
Coleman also reminded the audience of Wichita Falls' growing local Hispanic population.  
"If you have no one in your organization who speaks Espanol, I would fix that real quick," Coleman said.  
Times Record News began publishing Fronteras - a weekly Spanish publication - in September to 
address the growing Hispanic market.  
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Only Orr gave a wait-and-see look into Wichita Falls' future. With the state Legislature stewing over how 
to pay for public education and the local government awash in decisions of its own, this is not the time to 
bring Wichita Falls voters another school bond to update local schools, he said.  
"The reality is the Texas Legislature is hard at work deciding how Texas is going to pay for public 
services, not just schools," Orr said. "The well-being of the school district is wrapped up in decisions the 
Legislature makes."  
Local school officials are currently revising the most recent of two school bonds that failed in the past two 
years. The earliest possible presentation of a new bond to voters would be September or November, Orr 
said.  
Orr said schools in 1,000 districts across Texas need more dollars and substantial reform to do more than 
simply "survive 'til '05," the slogan during the last legislative session.  
"We're in 2005. We've survived. But the future doesn't look terribly encouraging," Orr said.  
Education reporter Ann Work can be reached at (940)763-7538 or by e-mail at 
worka(at)TimesRecordNews.com. 
 


